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INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 PRS-01 PA-01 NSC-05 SS-15 /035 W 

104370 100948Z/10 

OR 100916ZJAN78 
FM AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
TO USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2613 
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USIAC 

EO 11652N/A 
TAGS: 

SUBJ: PRESIDENTIAL PRESS CONFERENCE IN WARSAW 

REE: A. POWELL/BRADSHAW TELCON JANUARY 9, B. WARSAW 0048, 

C. WARSAW 0065, D. WARSAW 0197 

1. AS NOTED IN WIRE-SERVICES REPORTING FROM WARSAW, THERE 
WERE A NUMBER OF DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE WHITE HOUSE 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE PRESIDENT’S DECEMBER 30 PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN WARSAW AND THE VERSION PRINTED IN POLAND AND BROADCAST 
BY POLISH TELEVISION AND RADIO. SOME OF THE DISCREPANCIES 
WERE DELIBERATE DISTORTIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS (SEE REE D). 
OTHERS WERE DUE TO INACCURATE TRANSLATIONS BY THE PERSONS 
SERVING AS SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETERS. THE TRANSCRIPT ISSUED 

BY THE WHITE HOUSE FROM WARSAW ACCURATELY RECORDED WHAT THE 
PRESIDENT SAID AND WHAT HE HEARD; IT WAS FAULTY IN THAT 
TRANSLATIONS OF SOME OF THE QUESTIONS EROM POLISH JOURNALISTS 
INTO ENGLISH WERE IMPRECISE OR INCOMPLETE. 

2. THE ONLY SERIOUS INTERPRETING ERROR OF THIS TYPE 
WE HAVE DISCOVERED IS AS FOLLOWS. THE POLISH BAPTIST 
JOURNALIST, BEFORE ASKING HIS QUESTION, SAID "WE, THE 
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POLISH BAPTISTS, LIVE IN AN ULTRA-CATHOLIC COUNTRY AND 
ON OCCASION WE ARE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST BY, PERHAPS, 

A PART OF THE CHRUCH HIERARCHY AND SOME BELIEVERS OE 
THAT CHURCH." THE U.S. TRANSCRIPT SAYS ONLY "WE 
THE POLISH BAPTISTS LIVE IN AN EXTRA-CAHTOLIC COUNTRY 
AND ON OCCASIONS WE ARE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST." 
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3. THE ONLY WAY TO IDENTIFY ALL SUCH TRANSLATING 
DISCREPANCIES WOULD BE TO TRANSLATE THE TEXT OF VOA'S 
LIVE POLISH-LANGUAGE BROADCAST OF THE CONFERENCE. 
BRADSHAW 
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